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What sin is committed by him who votes for a liberal candidate?
And the answer was:
Generally a mortal sin.1

How strange and curious is this little book, The Tablet
remarks. "In a few pages it answers all problems, furnishes all
explanations, resolves all doubts and prepares for all the even-
tualities of life." Such, indeed, was the atmosphere in which
Spanish educationists found themselves. This was what the
youth of the Spanish nation was brought up to believe and to
do, from 1876 to 1931.

One of the government's first cares after the restoration of
Alfonso XII was to pass a series of Test Acts, and to force them
unflinchingly upon the high schools and universities. In con-
sequence, a considerable number of teachers who refused to
submit, including some of the most eminent names in Spain,
were ejected from their chairs and imprisoned.

One of the most noteworthy victims of this reactionary vigour
was Giner de los RJos, a man who had steadily kept aloof from any
active part in politics, but of great weight among the more serious
and disinterested of the republican reformers.

This is the account given by The Times (2nd October, 1884),
in one of the numerous articles which, in those days, it devoted
to the progress of Spanish education. It will be instructive to
turn to the files of The Times at the moment of Don Francisco's
arrest in 1875; for its correspondent was, needless to say, well
informed, and not likely to be intimidated by the "traditional
obstacles".

THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT AND THE PROFESSORS

Madrid, Ap. 3 (1875)

On the night before last, at half past 2 after midnight, Senor Giner
de los Rios, Professor of Filosoffa del Derecho, or Natural Law, in
the University of Madrid... received a visit from the police. He was
ordered to rise from his bed, dress and make ready to leave Madrid by

1 Nuevo Ripalda enriquecido con varios apendices (i4th ed. 1927), 117.